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DRS Version 3.2 - Usability Update (2011-03-21) 
  
Hello, 
  
DRS Version 3.2 has been released. 
It resolves several usability annoyances and allows better meter type and meter programs sort-order capabilities for reporting purposes. 
 
The highlights of this new version are described in more details below. 
If you are regularly working with DRS, it is kindly advised to please read on. 
This document can also be viewed from a link on the DRS home page. 
  
 

1. The Site Maintenance > Prices screen now makes use of the display order of the meter programs 
� So far, the meter programs were displayed in the order they were created, so if a P6 meter program had been created before a P5 meter program, the P6 meter program would appear 

above the P5 in the list, which didn't seem very logical. 
This was especially true in the Prices area of DRS, as shown below. 
 
� Before (P6 appears before P5) 
  

 
 
� After (P6 appears after P5) 
  

 
� The order the meter programs are displayed is controlled through the Configuration -> Meter Programs. 

There is a couple of arrows which can be used to control the order of the meter program. 
 



 
 
Most reports, including the Site Meters Reconciliation report, should also respect the order set on this configuration screen. If some of them does not seem to display the data in that 
order, please let me know. 
 
� Site meters reconciliation report now showing meter programs in the correct order for site 0627 (P6 previously appeared before P5) 
 

 
 

2. Meter Types display order can now be changed 
� While the Configuration -> Meter Programs window always had those arrows above allowing to control the order, it was not the case for the Meter Types. 

DRS was ordering them by alphabetical order, which sometimes caused illogical display and frustrations while entering daily returns as the meters were not displayed in the expected 
order. 
I have thus implemented the same arrow system on the Meter Type. Please change the order on that screen if you do see a need for this. 
 
This will also control the order in which the new daily returns line appear in the daily return input form (for example O meter programs were appearing before W meter programs in the 
input form, which was a big inconvenience for the input process). 
All the DRS reports were not modified yet to leverage the display order set up on that screen. If you need a report to respect the sort order, please let me know and I'll modify the report. 
 

 
 
 

3. IE7 Compatibility Mode enabled by default  
� DRS now loads in IE7 compatibility mode by default which prevents some graphical glitches when (buttons with badly drawn corners, unaligned tabs and tables, as shown below). 

Before, and since Internet Explorer 8.0 release by Microsoft, this was not the default, and had to be enabled on a user-by-user basis at least once on each computer, which was 
frustrating for new users. 
Compatibility Mode is now transparently enabled by default without needing any user or IT intervention anymore and from any computer. 
 
� DRS as it looks without Compatibility Mode  
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� DRS as it looks with Compatibility Mode On (now always enabled by default)  
 

 
 
 

4. The operator ID is now displayed on the daily return input form 
� The Operator ID is now shown on the daily return window, next to its name, to allow easier lookups in the DRS search or reporting fields expecting an OperatorID (this feature was 

actually added silently a few weeks ago but never formally announced except to the UK DRS team). 
 

 

Any questions or problem, please do not hesitate to let me know, 
  
JC. 
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